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The film I chose was New Jack City, which depicts the crack/cocaine epidemic of the late 1980’s. This film shows the struggle police had controlling the epidemic with the presence of untouchable drug dealers controlling the communities they took over. It took place during 1986 when there was already a heroine epidemic on the rise. “The crack game” had caused different drug gangs to fight for the top spot, which resulted in multiple innocent deaths of children and other bystanders. The movie showed the battle of getting clean for the people addicted and the very cautious pursuit of the drug lords by police enforcement. The values of the people of this time period changed; one scene depicted a group of young school kids being taught drug awareness while playing over used bottled of crack on the playgrounds and another scene showed a man being shot dead in broad daylight. Many people were determined to bring down the crack epidemic but were afraid of the power these drug dealers had over the people, which made them harder to catch and jail.1 


“Freebasing” was the term used to describe the type of cocaine usage. Unlike any other cocaine that would otherwise be injected or snorted, freebase cocaine was inhaled as smoke from heating the drug at a low temperature.2 The usage of freebase cocaine became popular in many after hours clubs.2 The film had club scenes where the top drug dealer was basically guest of honor and distributed the crack.3 Other crack bases were found in “low-income neighborhoods” and were run by owners. The crack in New York was sold in a small vile that contained less than five rocks. Each vile sold for about three to five dollars, but since the high from freebase only lasted about twenty minutes, users would often buy more than one vile at a time or come back for more. Although crack usage was based in low-income minority neighborhoods, it spread throughout the cities of New York and became an epidemic. 


Italian mobs controlled the heroine period in the late 1970’s and early 1980’s. The mafia needed the black distributers to sell in lower income communities because that was where there was market.4 The movie shows the direct competition between and up and coming high powered black dealer and the italian mob for the top spot of drug dealer. 


In the movie, Nino Brown, the top drug dealer of New Jack City, often times in the movie killed people who he had known for years because of “business”. The first scene of the movie showed one of Nino’s boys hanging a man over a bridge because he was behind on his dealing payments, the man was dropped from the bridge and died from his injuries. Another scene showed Nino using a little girl as a bullet proof vest in order to deflect the bullets being shot at him by the Italian mafia. Although, many of the dynamics of the crack scene go unrecorded and unknown due to the very tightly secured system around the dealers themselves. Because there was a pure business side to the crack business, many of Nino’s workers were forced to strip their clothing in order to work in the crack house and had security everywhere to be lookout for police.5 


Police enforcement was not a threat to these drug dealers. A lot of citizens of these drug-run neighborhoods were weary of the police because of the lack of power the police had over the drug dealers as well as the lazier-faire attitude cops had toward inner city citizens. Contrary to  many beliefs, it is shown that blacks were completely oppose to the legalization of drugs.6 In the movie, many of the black non addicted citizens of the black community were against the drug dealers; one older man in particular was showcased in the movie having multiple encounters with the top drug dealer, Nino Brown, and did not hold his tongue when it concerned the devilish acts Nino had committed.7 Police, however, had a very hard time trying to find strategies to infiltrate crack houses and put a stop to the crack epidemic.8 It was a very risky and dangerous job because some undercover cops could be discovered. The cops in the movie that attempted to take down the Nino gang were constantly hitting dead ends with the lack of people willing to come forwards and the lack of evidence. There were many risky attempts throughout the movie in order to stop Nino, but most, if not all, failed. One attempt terribly failed when the cops sent in a former crack addict to be undercover; although he had been able to refrain from using crack the first couple encounter, when he was promoted to working in the crack den, he relapsed and was exposed as working for the cops. Of course, this man was killed and all evidence of the records were destroyed along with the crack den.9

The movie depicted the struggle and scenery of the late 1980’s crack epidemic very well. Considering nobody really knew the ins-and-outs of what went on between drug dealers, citizens, and police, it was a very realistic rendition of how it would be like to live during that era.
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